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An Account 

Of a finall Boolin French , entituled 
HfS TOIRE DES JOYAUX. 

e r 

Dcs Principalcs Riche fie s del' Orient et ^/’Occident, 
par le Sr. Chapuzeau, 

T HisHiftory treats of Diamonds, Rubies, Emetaulds, Pearls, 
Coral, Bezoar, Yellow Amber, Amber-gris, Indigo, &c. 
Of Diamonds , The Author (hews: 

i. The Places , whence they are taken j of which he finds t ue 
Five in all the Ea(l-Indies, whereof two are Rivers , vid. Saecad-ut 
in Borneo ) and Nage in the Kingdom of Bengal a •, at the bottom 
of both which, he faith , the Diamonds are found among the 
fand , after the waters , that fall as great Torrents from the 
Mountains, are run off 5 and the three others are Mines, in the 
Kingdoms of Decan, Cuncan, and Golconda. In this Relationhe 
obferves, that the Diamonds which are found at thebottom of 
thofe Rivers, have the belt Water •, butthofe, in Mines, have of¬ 
ten Flam (which he imputes to the violent knockings of the R oc k} 
and Blebs , aferibed to the condition of the Earth or Sand they 
are found in, vid. when that is not pure, but fattifli or black. He 
takes alfo notice , that Diamonds are the heavreft of precious 
Stones, as Gold is of Mettals. 

2. The Manner , how they are found and feparated 5 which is 
the fame in fubftance, with that, deferibed Num 18 . p. 328 . 

3 . The Price of them , according to the proportion of their 
weight} for which he gives this Rule. Take, faith he, a Dia¬ 
mond of 1 o Carats: this number is to be fquared (whichmakes 
too.) then, if the Stone be clean, each Carat according to its 
perfection, may be worth 40 to 60 Crowns $ if it have no good 
water,or have a Bleb or Flaw, the Carat will not be worth but from 
10 to 30 Crowns. So multiplying the faid 100 by the number, 
which each Carat of fuch or fucha Stone may be worth,-the pro¬ 
duct is the price of the Stone. 
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For Rubies , he difcourfes alfo of the Places , where they are 
found 5 and of their Price. The Places , are, the Kingdom of 
Pegu , and thelfleof Ceylon ; whence very few are buffered to be 
carried away. 'The Price is, that a good Rubi of the weight of 
i Rati (which is \ of 2Carat ) is efteemed at 20 old Pagodes in 
India each Pagode being about 1 o jLUilngs Englijh, 

Ratis. Pagodes, 

Of 2 is valued at 100. 

Of 3-250. 

Of 4- 500. 

Of 5 - poo. 

Of 6 -1500. 

Of 7-.—•—'2300. 

Of 12 —--- 12000. 

Concerning 7 urquois , they are found in Perfia, in the Province 
of Chamaquay , North of ifpaban , in two Mines, called the old 
and the New Rock. Thefe of the New, are of an ill whitifh Blew; 
butthofe of the old , are not fuffered to be digged out, but by the 
King of Pcrjia himfelf. 

Enter aulds are affirm’d by him, never to be found in the Eajl- 
Indus , but in Per on , whence they \vere carried by that Trading 
People to the Moluccas , even before America was difeovered by 
the Europeans ; and fo they come from the Orient; of much lets 
value, than they were formerly, byreafon of their commonnefs. 
The Author notes, that Emeraulds grow in ftones, juftasChry- 
ftals , forming a Vein, in which they are by little and little refined 
and thickned: and that fome of them are feen , half white and 
half green; others, all white •, and others all green and pc-rfed. 

To Pearls heaftigns in the Orient, four places, where they are 
flfhed: The I fie of Raharcm in thtPerfian Gulf: The Coaflof 
Arabia Felix , near the Town of Cat if , over again ft Baharem: 
Thelfleof Ceylon about Manar * The Ifle of fapan. The beft 
at Ceylon^ but finall; the biggeftat ffapan, but uneven. In the 
Weft-Indies they are fifir’d in the North-Sea , in the Hies of Mar¬ 
guerite, Cubagva , St. Marthc ; and at Com ana, and Cornanagotc, 
near the Continent *, and \n the South-Sea ^ near Panama: which 

American 



(w) 

American fort, though they are much inferiour toth t Oriental, 
in Luftre, yet they far excel them inbignefs, amounting fome- 
times (faith thiij Author') to 4s Carats. 

In this Relation ’tis mention’d, that fometimes 5. or 6 . Pearls 
are found in one Oyfter: That Pearl-fifbers are fed with dry and 
roafted meat, to give them better breathing: That Pearl-bearing 
Oyfters are not good to eat, being flat and hard of digeftion, &c. 

As to the Price of good Pearls ., well fafliiond p he markethir, 
as follows : 


Such a Pearl of 


Grain. 
1 - 


Crowns. 


r\ _ 
< 4 * *""■ 

^ _ 

o 

Carats. 

1 — 



* 4 

• 5 ? 

1 6 

3 6 

45 ? 

<?4 

81 

IOO 
I 2.1 

*44 

160 

196 



225 

256 


Carats. 



Crowns. 
• 2851 

- 3^4 

- 3 61 

- 400 

- 44 * 

- 484 

5 2 5 > 
57 6 
62$ 
675 

729 

784 
84I 
900 
<?6o 
‘ 1024 


Of Corals , He taketh notice, where they arefiffied, and in 
what manner . The Places y hejatth , to be Sight 5 Three upon the 
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Coafts of Corfica and Sardinia , vid. at Argutil (where is the 
heft) Baza , and near the l(leof St, Peter: One upon the Coaft 
of Sicily , near Drepanum: Two upon the Coaft of Africa , near 
the B.if ion of France , and at Tab arc a : One more upon the 
Coaft of Catalonia , at the Cape of Owners : And the laft, about 
Majorca. Obferving, that red Coral is not found, butinth zMedi- 
ter .mean alone, where ’tis fiihed from the beginning of Aprils till 
the end of fitly , employing commonly about 200 Boats. The 
manner of fiihing them, is with two big beams of wood, laid 
crofs wife, with a good piece of Lead on the middle, to make it 
fink, calling about itcourfeHemp , carelefly ewifted, and tying 
this Wood to two Ropes, whereof one hangs at the Sterne, the 
other at the fore-part of the Boat; and fo letting this contrivance 
fall into the Current, along the Rocks, where the Hemp being, 
turned about, and engaged in the Coral, there need fometimes 
many Boats to draw away the Inftrument. 

Bezoar he faith, is not onely found in Golconda , in the Pro¬ 
vince of Renquery , in the Maw of Goats, whereof fome are at 
times furnifht with a dozen a piece 5 but alfo at Mac afar , in the 
file of Celebes , in the Body of Apes ; bigger than thofe found in 
Golconda . He mentions, that the people in thofe parts , to find 
whether a Goat hath any of thofe Bezoar-f ones in its body , do 
beat his belly with their hands, and rub it, till all the ftones in the 
Animal come together, and then they feel and tell them, as you 
do ftones in a Bag, &c. 


FINIS. 
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